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at first. Some of them probably do not even now agree with me.
But never has a man been blessed, perhaps, with colleagues and
associates so considerate and forgiving as I have. They understood
my difficulty and patiently followed my argument. The result is
before the public in the shape of the resolutions of the Working
Committee.1" The drastic reversal of practically the whole of the
aggressive programme may be politically unsound and unwise, but
there is no doubt that it is religiously sound, and I venture to
assure the doubters that the country will have gained by my humili-
ation and confession of error.
The only virtue I want to claim is Truth and Non-violence. I
lay no claim to superhuman powers. I want none, I wear the
same corruptible flesh that the weakest of my fellow beings wears
and am therefore as liable to err as any. My services have many
limitations, but God has upto now blessed them in spite of the
imperfections.
For, confession of error is like a broom that sweeps away dirt
and leaves the surface cleaner than before, I feel stronger for my
confession. And the cause must prosper for the retracing. Never
has man reached his destination by persistence in deviation from the
straight path.
It has been urged that Chauri Ghaura cannot affect BardolL
There is danger, it is argued, only if Bardoli is weak enough to be
swayed by Ghauri Ghaura and is betrayed into violence. I have
no doubt whatsoever on that account. The people of Bardoli are
in my opinion the most peaceful in India. But Bardoli is but a
speck on the map of India. Its effort cannot succeed unless there is
perfect co-operation from the other parts. BardoFs disobedience
will be civil only when the other parts of India remain non-violent.
Just as the addition of a grain of arsenic to a pot of milk renders it
unfit as food so will the civility of Bardoli prove unacceptable by the
addition of the deadly poison from Ghauri Ghaura. The latter
represents India as much as Bardoli.
Chauri Ghaura is after all an aggravated symptom. I have never
imagined that there has been no violence, mental or physical, in the
places where repression is going on. Only I have believed, I still
believe and the pages of Young India amply prove, that the repre-
ssion is out of all proportion to the insignificant popular violen'cc
in the areas of repression. The determined holding of meetings in
prohibited areas I do not call violence. The violence I am referring
to is the throwing of brickbats or intimidation and coercion prac-
1 Passed at its meeting at Bardoli on February 11 and 12, 1922
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